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Fire Safety in Humanitarian Shelter and Settlements
UK Shelter Forum, April 2021
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Quick introduction

Our goal is to develop best practice to reduce deaths, 

injuries and losses from fire in humanitarian contexts 

through inter-agency and inter-cluster coordination 
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March 22nd fire in Rohingya Camps

Cox’s Bazar, Bangladesh

Inter Sector Coordination Group (ISCG) Joint Humanitarian 

Response to Fire Incident in Rohingya Refugee Camps

Cox’s Bazar | 6 April 2021

©2019 European Union (photographer: Peter Biro)
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Fire safety can be improved

Fire risk assessment and response: Lebanon

Inter-agency Coordination
Dhaka Urban Development Community Fire Safety Project
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Water for community firefighting & municipal 

emergency response, waste management, fire 

resistant sanitation corridors as fire breaks

Settlement planning, shelter construction 

materials & methods, NFIs, fuel and 

appliances for cooking, heating, and lighting

Fire is a protection issue and like 

other disasters, a fire can cause and 

worsen protection risks such as child 

protection and GBV issues. Certain 

groups are exposed to higher fire 

risks daily (e.g. women cooking)

Protection of livelihoods, market fire safety, 

protection of food store warehouses 
Plastic sheeting and other NFIs, 

fire safety product distribution

Inter-cluster coordination for fire safety 

programming, linkages to emergency services, fire 

suppression, site layout/ egress, appointment/ 

election of wardens, drills, waste management

Fire undermines early recovery and 

fire safety supports early recovery

Fire safety education and

protection of schools

Emergency communications 

and coordination Cooking methods and intersection of fire 

risk with cooking fuels (firewood, gas, etc.)

Data on fire deaths and injuries, treatment of 

fire injuries & protection of healthcare facilities

Inter-agency and inter-cluster coordination is key
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Project kicking off 
State of Fire Safety in Humanitarian Shelter and Settlements

Get involved!

• Fire safety knowledge and practices 

• Context specific fire safety programming

• Decision making related to fire risk emergence / avoidance

• Fire incidence investigation, reporting and data sharing 

• Common fire risk factors 

• Fire risk reduction guidance
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Thank you for your time!
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