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Israel/Palestine



Natural disaster

HaitiHaiti
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Civil Conflict

GazaSyria



Displacement and migration

Syrian refugee camps



Natural Disaster

Nepal Eathquake



Opening ceremony, WHS, Istanbul, 2016

World Humanitarian Summit, 2016



Global Alliance for Urban Crises
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UK Built Environment Advisory Group



Habitat III, Quito, 2016



CO21, Paris, 2015

UN Sustainable Development Goals, 2030



UN Habitat World Urbanisation Prospects



Between 2015 and 2050 the urban population in Less Developed Countries will increase by 2.35 
billion, or 18 times the expected increase of 130 million in More Developed Countries. Source: NYU

UN Habitat World Urbanisation Prospects



Source: ‘Energy Technology Perspectives’, International Energy Agency/OECD, 2017

Floor area additions by 2060



Building energy codes by country, 2018

Source: International Energy Agency, March 2019



Climate Change Risk

Source: ‘Climate Change Risks’, Verisk Maplecroft 2018



Survey respondents:

• Africa
Botswana, Ghana, South Africa and 
Uganda.

• Asia
Bangladesh, Hong Kong*, Malaysia, 
Pakistan and Sri Lanka

• Caribbean and Americas
Antigua and Barbuda and Canada

• Europe
Cyprus, Malta and the United Kingdom

• Pacific
Australia and New Zealand

*While Hong Kong is no longer part of the Commonwealth, the HKIA remains a member of the CAA

CAA Survey of the architectural profession



Architects and Urbanisation, 2017
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Schools of architecture, 2017
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Built Environment Policy, 2017

Implemented 
Effectively

43%

Fit for 
Purpose

71%

Planning Policy 

Implemented 
Effectively

36%

Fit for Purpose
71%

Building Code



CO2 per capita v GNI per capita



CO2 per capita v rates of urbanisation

250m people
2.3bn tonnes CO2

2.27bn people
2.7bn tonnes CO2



Unplanned?



Unplanned, poorly planned?



Unplanned, poorly planned, well planned?



How can we make a difference at scale?



1. Political
2. Policy
3. Planning
4. Profession
5. Practice
6. Project
7. Practitioner

How can we make a difference at scale?
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Concept
Design

Detailed 
Design

Construction In-useTender

How we can make a difference at scale?

Project 
Creation

High Influence

Low Influence

Project creation provides far 
greater scope for adding 
significant strategic long term 
value, eg project identification, 
project definition, site selection, 
team selection etc. 

Policy
Development



MOU signing, Supreme Council for Planning, Sultanate of Oman

Engage with Governments & City Leaders



Planning Policy

Rwanda, ‘Land of a thousand hills’



Building Code

Rana Plaza, Bangladesh



Construction standards

Taiwan Earthquake, 2016



Build institutional capacity

MOU signing with architects in Libya



Raise educational standards

University of Tripoli



Promote public participation

Muscat Youth Summit



UK National Security Strategy, 2015
The National Security Context: 

“Many drivers of instability are likely to 
persist over the medium to long term, 
including social inequality and 
exclusion, demographic changes, rapid 
and unplanned urbanisation, climate 
change, and global economic and other 
shocks. This is why we have chosen to 
focus more of our development effort on 
building stability overseas in fragile 
states.”

“We are creating a Prosperity Fund of £1.3 
billion over the next five years to promote 
the economic reform and development needed 
for growth in partner countries. 

Our priorities will include improving the 
business climate, competitiveness and 
operation of markets, energy and financial 
sector reform, and increasing the ability of 

Source: ‘National Security Strategy and Strategic Defence and Security Review 2015’



UK National Security Strategy, 2015
Prosperity Fund: 

£1.3bn fund over 5 years to promote 
economic reform and development 
needed for growth in partner countries:

1. Trade
2. Anti-corruption
3. Business Environment
4. Financial Services
5. Better Health
6. Energy and Low Carbon
7. Education
8. Future Citiesctor reform, and increasing 

the ability of partner governments to tackle 
corruption. 

As well as contributing to a reduction in 
poverty in recipient countries, we expect these 
reforms to create opportunities for international 
business, including UK companies.”Source: ‘National Security Strategy and Strategic Defence and Security Review 2015’



FCO Global Future Cities Programme



Resilience, (Yangon)

Resilience



Transportation

Transportation, (Lagos)



Urban Planning (Johannesburg)

Urban Planning



Approximate timeline of events:

Ecuador earthquake, timeline of events
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Humanitarian 
agencies on site 
for 8-10 weeks

UN Habitat short-term 
technical assistance 
for 6-8 weeks

Earthquake

Local authority/Development Community

Government Task Force assembled for 
6 months to support recovery and rebuilding

2% added to VAT to create a reconstruction fund. Over $600m
collected by the end of November 2016 and has since grown to $1.6bn (already ended on June 2017)

Effort (man/hours)

Ef
fo

rt 
($

)

Capacity to maintain
reconstruction effort
and build back better?
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CO21, Paris, 2015

UN Habitat, Theory of Change



CO21, Paris, 2015

UN Sustainable Development Goals, 2030


