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Background to the Promoting Safer 
Building Project

(Self-) Recovery
The Build Back Safer (BBS) principles
are founded on the idea that
“Governments, donors and aid
agencies must recognize that families
and communities drive their own
recovery” (Build Back Better
principles, 2005)
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Typhoon Haiyan,
Philippines, 2013



Transect Walks

Fieldwork in Nepal and 
Philippines – urban and 
rural

Small focus groups

Semi-structured interviews

Building Survey Forms

Observation and visual documentation

Observation and visual documentation
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Shelter Cluster
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Articles Blogs

Shelter Projects 
2016

Mapping Self-Recovery UNISDR

Humanitarian Exchange Network

Resilience Scan

Forced Migration Review
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Conferences

& award
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Promoting Safer Building – future directions

1. Build on current partnerships – research partners; and also wider 
community of practice.

2. Practice  research. Support to cluster and CARE programmes in 
immediate aftermath of a disaster. This is already happening – eg
Tonga, Vanuatu,

3. Self-recovery programmes already happening, but lacking:
• Theory to practice. 
• Develop tools and guidance. 

4. Working group. Co-lead with CRAterre. Guarantees impact. Partners
5. Geographic reach (Caribbean, Africa, LA) 
6. Conflict and forced displacement 
7. Core funding would allow for possibility of doing evaluations, case-

studies eg Nepal, Pakistan, Indonesia (Pide Jaya). 
8. Support to GCRF projects – ie Bristol and Bath.


