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how 
sustainable was it? 

Is this a succesfull technique? 
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Great new ideas and materials are often not adapted. Why? 

What is the role of the product and what is the role of the people? 
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•  Does this fit the context of Sint Maarten? 

•  What would Marie think of this? 

•  What would it do to the market? 

•  Would this do harm? 

•  Can and will local builders use this? 
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When is the right 

time for innovation? 

What process / principles should 

be considered to introduce such a 

more sustainable material? 
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Conceptos Plásticos 
 
•  Colombia 
•  2017 
•  Recycling of plastic and old tyres 

into LEGO-like building blocks. 
•  Fire resistant,  
•  Earthquake resistant 
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Ideas with potential, not (yet) matching the market 
 
 
Innovations that have not been adopted 

 
 
Innovations that have been adopted 

Summarizing 
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•  Great new ideas and materials are often not adapted. Why? 
 

•  What process / principles should be considered to successfully 
introduce more sustainable construction materials and 
methods? 

•  What is the role of the product and what is the role of the 
people? 

•  Can we have standards for this, including ‘do no harm’ limits?  
•  How do we measure and compare the relative sustainability of materials? 

•  When is the right time for innovation?  

How to introduce more sustainable methods 
and materials without doing harm? 
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