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	Shelter Reference Group

	Date: 
Tuesday, 4th October, 2011

	Venue: 
Emergency Architects Office, Kings Cross 

	Participants: 
· David Kaunitz - Emergency Architects                                                                                                                                                       
· Carla Wachmiller - Emergency Architects     

· Richard Forsythe - Caritas Australia
	· James Schell - Habitat for Humanity Australia

· Michelle Carr - Habitat for Humanity Australia

	

	Agenda:
1. Clarify Shelter Reference Group priorities and objectives
2. Further develop ideas for scoping study



	Summary of Meeting Action Points:
· HFHA to circulate meeting minutes and  case study ideas for contributions and feedback from the group
· Caritas to explore potential to utilise HPA funds for research project; HFHA to explore opportunities to access AusAID Innovation Fund

· Next meeting/teleconference to be held in early November, 2011 (Suggest – Thursday 10th at 9.30am).



1. Scoping Study/Research Project
· Disaster mitigation appears to be the common advocacy priority for all agencies and therefore an appropriate starting point for the Shelter Reference Group. 

· Research project/scoping study would ideally focus on a series of case studies which highlight best practices in a cross section of disaster contexts eg. Earthquake resilient housing in the Pacific, Cyclone resilient housing in the Philippines etc. 
· Case studies could be drawn from the work of Shelter Reference Group members or other effective strategies being used in the field.
· Twin objectives of promoting our own work and providing opportunities for learning/innovation among member agencies.
· Research would be best conducted by a development specialist with oversight/input by Emergency Architects and other technical specialists.
· Proposed Structure:
- Why disaster mitigation in shelter construction is so important. i.e. What the problems are, why buildings fail in the first place
-Where disaster mitigation is most urgently needed, vulnerability analysis  

-What can be done? I.e. Which interventions are working, examples of best practice, etc 
2. Advocacy Plan
· Opportunity to present and promote the research at inter-agency Shelter Workshop in 2013
· Possibility of accessing funds for pilot project at a later stage
3. Funding Opportunities

· Humanitarian Partnership Agreements (emergency funds); AusAID Innovation Fund.
· Potential to engage with Asian Development Bank for research funding.

4. Membership Base
· World Vision has expressed interest in becoming involved in the group

· Opportunity to register as an ACFID Working Group – would likely give the group greater credibility, greater potential for networking and information dissemination.
.
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